Loss of growth arrest DNA damage genes expression in oral melanomas.
29 oral melanomas were stained immunohistochemically for the GADD34, GADD45 and GADD153. GADD34 was found in 5/29 melanomas and its expression did not exceed 21%, averaging 4.1% of melanoma cells. GADD45 was observed in 8/29 oral melanomas and cell positivity averaged 2.8%. GADD153 was found in 2/29 melanomas and the percentage of positive cells ranged between 0 and 31%, averaging 1.2%. Not one significant correlation between GADD genes in oral melanomas was found. Loss of GADD gene expression and lack of correlation between them show advanced disturbances in their cooperation, leading to a high genetic instability of oral melanoma cells.